ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN

A Retaining Wall Helps A High School Find

Room in the Hills Above San Diego, Calif.

By Dan Bensman, Keystone Retaining Wall Systems

s metropolitan areas grow and competition for valuable land
increases, public building projects are often left with less-
desirable locations than private residential and commercial
ventures. In a San Diego suburb, two small, wooded canyons were the only
space available for construction of the $75 million Westview High School.

A strategy was necded to wm this undeveloped and seemingly-unusablbe
land indes a1 Jurge school compus, The solution wmed out w be a geogrid-
reinforced retaining wall. (A geogrid is a flat, synthetic supporiing siruciune
designed o prevent uneven settling of the wall,)

RCP Block & Brick of San Dicgo then delivered almost 30000 square
feet of retaimimg wall bocks w the sie, A combination of Keystone Standard,
Compac, and Plamer sivles were emiployed 1o deal with the substamtial grade
ared soil-retention difficultes, Bun before a single brick was placed in the
project, the excavation challenges ot the sile hod o be tackled,
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WESTVIEW HIGH 3CHOOL WALL DATA

PROJECT
Poway Unified Schood District
Westvisw' High SChol

LOCATION:
San Diego, Caliormia

EEYSTONE PRODUCT SUPPLIER:
RCP Block & Brck

KEYSTONE PRODUCT USED:

8" Keysione Standard — Nabural
8" Keysione Compac — Missian
8" Keystone Plantable — Mission
B8* Keystong Standard = Mission

TOTAL SOUARE FOOTAGE OF KEYSTONE PRODUCT.
20,000 square fest.

CONTRACTOR/NSTALLER:
Geogrid Retaining Wall Systems. Inc.

CIVIL ENGINEERS: Bemenent Dainwond & Sturgean
ARCHITECT: NTD Aschilects

GEMERAL CONTRACTOR: Dwowglas E. Barmhard
GRADIMG CONTRACTOR: Sierra Pacific Wesl, Inc.
WALL DESIGNER: Landmark Enginearing







